Reviving feelings for
American Patriotism
American patriotism, a
term used less in times of
rising inflation and unemploy-
ment. Most people just griped
about the government; however,
a small percentage of people
actually were willing to do
something. Among these people
were several students from
Clearwater High.
From across the state,
high school students were
selected to go to Tallahassee
for Boys' and Girls' State.
To receive the honor of attend-
ing the state convention, the
representatives first had to
be nominated by history
teachers. Then each student
nominated had to undergo a
series of interviews. From the
interviews the representatives
were chosen.
The girls, sponsored by
American Legion Woman's
Auxiliary, went to Tallahassee
during the second week of June.
The American Legion sponsored
the boys who went during the
last week of June.
Every minute was planned
for both groups. The first
day, the dormitories were
split into parties and cities.
The campaigning then began.
Party platforms, posters and
party cries were written and
then displayed or chanted
around the Florida State
University campus. First held
were city elections, next were
county elections. This con-
tinued until the state level
was reached.
Besides learning how an
election is run, the students
experienced how the Florida
Senate and House work. Senators,
secretaries, pages and other
staff officials were selected.
Bills were written and voted
on, just as real bills go
through the Congress.
The experience helped
some staters with their
future plans. "It was a great
experience. It will help me
with my political science
major," said Pam Metz. For
others it taught about the
government and reinforced a
feeling of American pride.
"I shook a lot of hands
and made a lot of new freinds.
It was a great learning
experience," summed up Scott
Sapperstein.
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GIRLS' STATE. Pam Metz, Tassia Kosivas.
Not pictured Julie Shimer and Kim Lawson.
ABOYS' STATE. (Front Row) Tim Love, Sim
Dawson, Charles Barber, (Middle Row)
Manuel Gerakios, Jack Bunker, Mathew
Lynch. (Back Row) Mark Shovan, Scott
Sapperstein, Jeff Chamberlin.
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